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Jo N i, Verſes 35, 36. 


Again, the next Day after, John flood and | 


two of his Diſciples, and looking upon 
Jeſus as he walked, he ſaith, Behold the 

Lams of GOD. 
AN Loziovus Words theſe | Before we ſet 
(3 about the opening and enforcing them, 
permit me to introduce. myſelf in the 


Language of Paul to King Agrippa, Would ta 
God that both my own Heart, and likewiſe the 
| Hearts of all that hear me this Day, may not only 


bega/mo/t, but altogether in ſuch a divine Frame, 


as I am perſuaded the Heart vo Hi Man of 


God was who firſt utter d theſe Words I need 


not tell you his Name; our Text tell us, it was 


John, emphatically call'd 7ohn the Baptiſt, be- 
cauſe he was ſent to baptize with Water unta 
Repentance, in order to prepare his Hearers for 
the further Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. He was 
a Boarnerges, a Son of Thunder. He came in 


the Spirit, and Power of Elias, and thereby. ſoon 


rendered himſelf ſo exceedingly popular, that 
not only Feruſalem, all Fudea, and all the Re- 
gions round about Jordan, flock'd to hear him 
preach, but even ſome of the Fewi/h Sanhedrim 
began to doubt, whether he was not the Meſſiah 


himſelf. —Accordingly we are told in this Chap- 
ter, That they ſent 5 


Jalem ta aſt him, who art thou What ſayeſt thou 
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of thyſelf ? A moſt commodious Opportunity 
this, had he any Thing in view but his Ma- 
ſter's Glory and the Good of Souls, for Fob; 
to have ſet up for himſelf, —He might have ſaid, 
Si populus vult decipi, decipMitur ; if People will 

c be deceived let them, I will impoſe on their 

« Credulity, and let them look upon me as the 
ce Meſſiah: But ſcorning any ſuch ſiniſter and baſe 
Ends, Hr confefſed,' and denied not, but confeſſed 
Jam not the Chriſt. The Evangeliſt expreſles 
himſelf in a very peculiar manner, He confeſſed, 
and denied not, but confeſſed z implying that he 
took more than ordinary Pains to ret their 
Miſtake, and guard them againſt thinking more 

_ highly. of him than they ought to think: Nay, 
- impatient, as it were, of the leaſt Appearance 
of any ſuch Thing, he Tpeaks of himſelf in the 
moſt diminutive Terms, acknowledges that he 
was unworthy even of carrying his bleſſed Ma- 
ſter's Shoes, and ſeizes the very firſt Opportunity 
that offer d itſelf to point him out in Perfon'to the 
People. — The next Day (Ver. 29.) John ſeeth 


ſus coming unto him, and upon ſeeing him 


immediately cries out, Behold the Lamb of. God. 


Gaze not on, nor let your Views terminate in 


me, but look to and Behold the Lamb of Gad 
te which taketh away the Sin of the World.” Thus 
John ſpoke in public; and to prove that he 
acted the fame conſiſtent Part in private, our 
Text informs us, that, Again, the next Day af- 
ter, Jobm toad and two of his Diſciples, who 
like other newly awaken'd -Souls, having . their 
Maſter's Perſon too much in Admiration, he 
labours to divert their Views alſo from himſfelf 
o Chriſt, and that too in the very ſame Lan- 
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guage. For lking upon Jeſus as he walked, he 
faith, Behold the Lams of GOD. fa 
Thus does this difintereſted, honeſt-hearted 


Baptiſt, 9 and repeatedly recommend 
the Lord Feſus, under the ſame endearing Cha- 
rater of The LamB Th 


1 GOD. a 
It ſhall be our Buſineſs in the following Diſ- 


courſe, ih 5 a — þ „ 
Firſt, To ſhow you why it is that Feſus Chriſt 
is ſtiled The Lams of G OD: And, Y 


Secondly, What we are to underſtand by be- 
holding him. Way will then be made for a 


Word of Application. TT 
And Firſt, Why is Jeſus ſtiled The Lams of 


GOD? I preſume one Reafon that may be 


aſign'd for it may be drawn from the Account we 
have giveñ us of his moſt amazing and unparalell- 
ed Meekneſs. A Lamb, you all know, is one of 


the moſt pacific Creatures in the World, When 
we would deſcribe, or point out a Perſon of a 
peaceable Diſpoſition, we ſay ſuch a one is as 


quiet as a Lamb. But what is the Meekneſs of 
any Perſon, even Maſes himſelf, nay, of all the 


Saints. that ever liv'd, put them altogether, in 


Compariſon of the Meekneſs of the bleſſed Je- 


ſus ?—To prove this, I might refer you to his 
whole Life, which was one continued meek and 


patient enduring of Contradiction of Sinners 


againſt himſelf ; but if you want me to ſpecify 


particular Inſtances, only take a Walk with me 
to Geth/emane's Garden; there you will fee the 
Fraitor Judas at the Head of a Troop of Ruf- 
fans, accoſting his glorious Lord with a Hal.“ 

Maſter, then tifſmg him, and then betraying him. 


But what ſays the Prince of Peace? Only, 


Friend, wherefore art thou cond ? Judas, be- 
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 trayeſt thou the Son of Man with a+ Kiſs ? But 
how does this ſame e, behave after he was 
apprehended ? Even in the ſame meek Manner : 
For when his warm-hearted Diſciple Peter, thro' 
a miſguided Zeal, had cut ofthe High Prieſt's Ser- 
vuant's Ear, Suffer ye, ſaid the Holy Jeſus, thus far.— 
In all Probability theſes, Words were addreſs'd by 
our Lord to the Officers who had tied his Hands 
behind -him.—As tho' he had ſaid, “ge pleaſed 
to untooſe me, whilſt I cure that Poor Man's 
Ear, which my too forward Diſciple hath im- 
„ prudently cut off, and then you ſhall bind me 
again.“ Was ever Reply, was there ever Meek- 
neſs like unto- this thy Meekneſs, O thou bleſſed 
LAM B of GOD! Well did J/aiah prophecy 
concerning thee, That thou ;fhouldſt be led as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, which goes as willingly 
to the Shambles, as to the Paſture: And as 
juſtly might thy Forerunner call upon Sinners to 
behold thee under the pacific Character of The 
LAB F GOD.—Help us, holy Fe/us, to come 
at thy Invitation, and to learn of: thee, who 
gaveſt ſuch. gang Evidences of thy being 
meek and lowly in Heart! Then, and not till 


then, ſhall we find true Reſt in our Souls. 


But further, the dear Lord feſus may proper- 
ly be call'd 4 LAM, or The LAM, by way 
of Emphaſis, not only in Alluſion to the Lamb 
that was offer'd under the Law Morning and 
Evening, but more eſpecially becauſe he was 

pified by the Paſchal Lamb. — Hence he is 
A filed, by that Prince of Preachers St. Paul, 
 CurisT our Paſſover ; and in Alluſion to the 
"ſame, the Apoſtle Peter tells us, That ' we are 


not redeemed with corruptible Things, as Silver and 


Gold, from aur vain Converſation, but with the 
| 85 |  preciou? 
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precicus Pla of Jxsus CHRIST, as of ,LAun 
his was an 
indiſpenſable Requiſite to be found in the Paſ- 
chal Lamb. It was to be a Lamb without Ble- 
miſh. A proper Type of him who knew no 


Sin, but was ſpotleſsly holy, harmleſs, and al- 


together undefiled in Heart, Lip, and Life. In- 
deed, if we conſider him as having the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace, and the Iniquities of us all 
laid upon him by way of Imputation, he was, 
as ſome Divines expreſs it, the greateſt Sinner 


that ever was: And we ſhould eſteem him to be 


ſuch in Reality, were we to judge of his In- 


nocence by the abuſive and barbarous Treat- 


-ment that he met with whilſt tabernacling on 
Earth.— But, notwithſtanding all this, he was 
without Sin, and therefore could boldly and 
truly give Men and Devils the Challenge, and 


ſay, IA hich of you convinceth me of Sin? The 


Prince of this World cometh, but ſhall find no 


thing in me.—There was no Corruption in the 


Heart of this immaculate Lams of G OD for 
But this 


Satan's Temptations to lay hold on: 
properly belongeth only to him: For any of bis 
Followers, tho' arrived at the higheſt Pitch of 
Chriſtian Perfection, much leſs for young Con- 


yerts, mere Novices in the Things of God, to 


preſume that they either have, or ever ſhall, 
while on this Side Eternity, arrive at ſuch a "Wy 


leſs State, argues ſuch an Ignorance of the ſpi- 


ritual Extent of the Moral Law, of the true 
Interpretation of God's Word, of the univerſal 
Experience of God's People in all Ages, as well 
as of the remaining unmortified Corruptions of 
their own deſperately wicked and deceitful Hearts, 
that 1 dare venture to tell the Preachers and 


B 3 Abet 
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Abettors of any ſuch Doctrine, however know - 
ing they may be in other Reſpects, that they 
_ know 755 true Nature of Goſpel-Holineſs, 
not the Compleatneſs of a Believer's ſtanding in 
the unfpotted imputed Righteouſneſs - of "Fes 
Chriſt, as they ought to know, er as I truſt 


___- they themſelyes, thro'. Divine Grace, will be 


made to know before they die. Surely it is high 
Time to awake out of this deluſive Dream! Par- 
don this ſhort, (would to God there was no 


Occaſion of adding) tho? too neceſſary a Di- 


gr eſſion. 


— 


that it was to be killed in the Evening, and af- 
terwards roaſted with Fire. So Chriſt, our Paſs- 


| over „ Was ſacrificed for us in the Evening of. 


the World ; only with this material Difference, 
the Paſchal Lamb was firſt lain, and then roaft- 
ed; whereas the holy Fe/us, the ſpotleſs Lams 
f GOD, was burnt and roaſted in the Fire of 
| his Father's Wrath before he actually expir'd 
upon the Croſs.— To ſatisfy. you of this, if you 
can bear to be Spectators of ſuch an awful Tra- 
gedy, as I deſired you juſt now to go with me 
to the Entrance, ſo I muſt now entreat you to 
venture a little further into the ſame Garden. 
But —ſtop- What is that we ſee? Behold the 
LAu of GOD, undergoing the moſt direful 
Tortures of vindictive Wrath]! Of the People, 
even of his Diſciples, there is none with him. 
Alas] was ever Sorrow like unto that Sorrow, 
wWherewith his innocent Soul was afflicted in this 
Day of his Father's fierce Anger? Before he 
enter d into this bitter Paſſion, out of the Ful- 
neſs of his Heart, he ſaid, Now 7s my Soul 
. ; troubled 


But to proceed. The Paſchal Ss as 
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troubled.— But how is it troubled now! His 
Agony beſpeaks it to be Exceeding ſorrowful, even 


unio Death. It extorts Sweat, yea, a bloody 
Sweat. His Face, his Hands, his Garments, 
are all over ſtain'd with Blood. It extorts ſtrong 
Cryings and many Tears. — See how the incar- 
nate Deity lies proſtrate before his Father, who 


now laid on him the Iniquities of us all. See 


how he agonizes in Prayer! Hark ! Again]! and 
again he addreſſes his Father with an F it be 
poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me ! Tell me, ye 


bleſſed Angels, tell me Gabriel, (or whatſoever 


thou art called, who waft ſent from Heaven in 
this important Hour, to ſtren 
Lord) tell me, if ye can, what Chriſt endured. 
in this dark and doleful Night; and tell- me, 
tell me what you yourſelves felt when you heard 
this ſame God-Man, whilft expiring on the 


gthen our agonizin 


accurſed Tree, breaking forth into that dolo- 
rous, unheard-of Expoſtulation, My God, my. 


Sad, iohy, or how haſt thou forſaken me? Were 


you not all ſtruck dumb? And did not an uni- 


verſal awful Silence fill Heaven itfelf, when God 


the Father faid unto his Sword, Sword finite thy 

Fellow ? Well might Nature put on its ſable 
Weeds; well might the Rocks rend, to ſhew 
their Sympathy with a ſuffering Saviour; and 
well might the Sun withdraw its Light, as tho' 
it was ſhock'd and confounded to fee its Maker 


ſuffer.— But our Hearts are harder than Rocks, 


or otherwiſe they would now break, and our 
Souls more ſtupid than any Part of the inani- 
mate Creation, or they would even now, in 
ſome degree, at leaft, ſympathize with a cru- 
cified Redeemer ; who for us Men, and for our 
Salvation, was thus roaſted, as it were, in og 
03 ** ire 
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£ Fire: of his F. * s Wrath, and therefore iy 
ſtiled The LAMB of GOD. 

But further. The Paſchal Lamb. was. typi- 
cal of Chriſt our Paſſover in another reſpect. 
For as the Blood of the Lamb, after it was ſlain, 
was ſprinkled upon the Door. Poſts of the I/ 
raelitès Houſes, ſo the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. ſhed for the Sins of the World, is to be ap- 
plied to, and by Faith {prinkled upon the Hearts 
of the true {/rael of God. And as the deſtroy- 
ing Angel had no Power to execute Vengeance 


on, or hurt thoſe whoſe Door-Poſts were thus 
ſprinkled with the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb, 


ſo in the great and terrible Day of the Lord, he 


hall be prohibited both from debreying or hurt- 
ing true Believers, who by a living Faith in 
the Blood of Jeſus, have their Hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil Conſcience. Hence the Blood of 
Chriſt is called The Blood of ſprinkling. — And 
laftly. As the Lamb under the Law was feaſt- 
ed upon by God's People, after it was ſlain, ſo 
| Believers under the Goſpel by Faith, feaſt upon 
a a crucified Redeemer, —Cbriſt, our Paſſever, ſays 
the Apoſtle, 7s ſacrificed for us, therefore let us 


| keep the Feaſt, not barely upon an Eaſter Day, 


on © Mr the Vier rant For the juſt, i. e. truly 
| Juftified Souls live by Faith, and find, by happy 

Experience, thatin a ſpiritual Senſe Chriſf s Fle 

is Meat indeed, and his Blood Drink indeed; 
and therefore. believing on him is ſtiled Eating 
the Fleſh and drinking the Blood of the Son of 
Man. Agreeable to this in our Communion 
Office, the Miniſter, when he gives the Bread 
to the Communicants, is directed to make uſe 
of theſe affecting Words, © Take and eat this in 
80 8 that Chriſt died for thee, and feed 


n 
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„ 
ce him in thy Heart by Faith with Thans giving.“ 


May all who give, and all that receive that 


Bread, feel the meaning of this Form of found. 
Words experimentally, and powerfully preſſed 
home upon their Suuls ! Then indeed, but not 
till then, may they expect to take this holy Sa- 
crament to their Comfort. Upon all theſe Ac- 


counts then, well might the Baptiſt recommend 


the _y Feſus under the ſignificant Character 
of the LAMB. And with equal Propriety might 


| he be called The Lawms F G0, not only 


becauſe he was a Laws of GOD the Father's 
providing, but becauſe he was co-equal, co-eſ- 


ſential with the Father, The Nord that was with 
Cod, the Word that was God, even God over 
all, God bleſſed for evermore.— For ever adored 
be the triune God for this great M 
lineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh-! Oh may it 
be continually marvellous in dur Eyes ]! Oh make 
us thou altogether lovely, Redeemer, like-mind- 
ed with thy bleſſed Angels, that with them we 
may always ſo eagerly, and ſo perſeveringly deſire 


yſtery of God- 


to look into it, that neither the Luſt of the Fleſh, 


the Luſt of the Eye, or Pride of Life, may ever 


in the leaſt divert us from beholding thee! 


What this beholding him imports, comes 


1 be conſider'd, under our ſecond general 
Head. N 22 ET gs BOTHTe ns: 
And here I take it for granted, that it can- 
not imply a beholding the Lord Feſus in Perſon 
with our bodily Eyes, Tis true, indeed, when 


Jobn call'd upon the People, and his Diſciples 


to behold the Lams of 'GOD, they were thus 


highly favour'd : And we are apt to ſay with- 


in ourſelves, bleſſed are the Eyes which ſaw 
what they ſaw ; and fo undoubtedly they were. 
; OB | * 


4. 
But had their Views terminated only in behold- 
ing his Perſon, or knowing him barely accord- 
ing to the Fleſh, they might notwithſtanding 
have died in their Sins, and. been condemned to 
_ depart from him into everfaſting Fire, prepar'd 
for the Devil and his Angels. Our Lord him- 
ſelf hath told us, that there will be many who 

will plead that they eat and drank in his Pre- 
ſence, and heard him preach in their Streets, 
to whom he will ſay, LYerily I know you not, — A 
true Beholding of the LAuB of GOD, muſt 
therefore neceſſarily import ſomething more and 
what can that be but a beholding him with 
an Eye of Faith? This is what the Old Te- 
ſtament Saints were invited to, when the glori- 

_ ous Redeemer call'd upon them in thoſe em- 
phatic Terms, Behold me, behold me; and again, 
Look unto me all the Ends of the Earth. — This 
our Lord in another Place terms Believing on him, 
Bleſſed are they which have not ſeen me, and yet 
have believed: Not barely as the Reſult of a 
mere rational - Conviction, which is no more 
than an hiſtorical Faith, but as the Conſequence 
of a true ſpiritual Conviction of our being every 
way undone, and liable to eternal Condemna- 
tion without him. This is believing on him 
with the Heart, and is ſometimes expreſs'd by 
coming to, receiving, and truſting in him. Dit- 

ferent Expreflions, but all importing one and the 
ſelf ſame thing. I wound, and J heal. — That is 
the Method the Holy Ghoſt takes, and that is 
the Pattern Goſpel-Miniſters muſt follow in 
preaching him; from any other, though pre: 
{crib'd to us by an Angel from Heaven, goo! 
Lord deliver us! FE Tat 85 
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But ſecondly. By beholding the Lams- of 
GOD, we are to underſtand not only looking 
to him ſo as to truſt him for the Pardon of our 
Sins, but beholding him ſo as to have our Hearts 
broke with a true and godly Sorrow for having 
crucified and flain him by them. For thus ſpeaks 
the Lord, by the Mouth of the Prophet Zecba- 


riab, They ſhall Inzk upon him whom they have 


prerced, and they ſhall mourn for him as one that 
mourneth for an only Son, and ſpall be in Bitter- 
neſs for him, as one that is in Bitterneſs for his 
r/t-born, — This Prediction was in ſome degree 
fulfill'd immediately after the Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the Days of Pentecoſt, when ſo 
many being prick'd to the Heart, were made to 
look to, believe on and lament over a pierced 
Jeſus. But it will be continually fulfilling in the 
Experience of every true Beholder of the LAM 
of GOD, 'till Time ſhall be no more. True 
Faith, at the ſame Time as it opens the Heart 
to receive Chriſt, melts and diflolves it into 
Tears of godly Sorrow, for having betray'd and 


crucified him. Such were the Tears of Mary 


when ſhe waſh'd the Feet of her Sin-forgiving 
Lord. They flow'd from a Senſe of pardoning 
Love. She lov'd much, having much forgiven 
her. And tho” ſhe knew the Lord had forgiven 
her, yet ſhe coùld not forgive herſelf. Hinc ile 
lachrymæ. — Hence thoſe repenting Tears : They 
proceeded from Love : Sorrow, flowing from 
any other Principle, is not a godly but a legal 
Sorrow, which the moſt abandon'd Wretch may 
have without the leaſt degree of Saving Grace? 
Thus we hear of a Judas his repenting, and of 
an Eſau crying out with an exceeding bitter Cry, 
but the one all the while was a prophane Per- 
| 7 ſon, 
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| ſon, and the other We went and hanged 


himſelf. And why? Their Sorrow was only ex- 
torted by a Fear of Hell, and a deſpairing Senſe 
of impending Ruin, Tis true, a godly Sorrow 
may, and I believe generahy does, begin with 


ſomething of this Nature; but then it does not 
end there. 'Thro' Want of a due Conſideration of 


this, 'tis to be fear'd, many ſeeming Converts 
have taken up with a few legal Convictions, 
which never ended in ſavingly and truly behold- 
ing the Lams of GOD. May none here pre- 
ſent, by a half-way Repentance, and hypocri- 
tical rem for Sin, add to the e Num- 


But this is not all. A ſeriptural Beholding 
of the Lams of GOD, denotes not only ſuch 


_ a relying on Chriſt for Pardon. of Sin as is at- 
| tended with a truly godly Sorrow for it, but 
ſuch a believing on him, as is productive of a 
holy Life, and a univerſal chearful Obſervance 


of all his Divine Commands. When the two 
Diſciples mention'd in our Text, heard John 


ſpeak, we are told that they followed him, viz. 


the Lord Feſus Chriſt. And if God hath given 
us an hearing Ear, when call'd upon to behold 
the Lams of GOD, we ſhall certainly have 
an obedient Heart, and follow him in the Way 


of holy Obedience. But then it will be an 


Obedience flowing from Love. A working not 
for, but from Life. Not. out of a ſeryile Fear 
of being damn'd, but from a grateful Senſe of 
having received the Beginning of Salvation in 
3 And this is what the Apoſtle calls 
Faith working by Love. Many, I know, cen- 
| ſure and look upon us as Troublers of {- 


rael, for as up the Doctrine of Juſtifica- 


tion 
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tion . Faith alone, in the imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, We own the Charge. We 
do preach, and hope ſhall continue to preach it, 
*till we can preach, no more. Luther ſtiles it 
Articulus ſtantis aut cadentis Ecclefie ; the Article 
by which the Church muſt ſtand or fall; and in 
the gth Article of our own Church, it is term'd 
A moſt wholeſome Doctrine. —Take away this, 
and you take away the only ſolid Foundation 
upon which a truly weary and heavy laden Sin- 
ner can poſſibly build his Hopes of Pardon and 
Acceptance in the Sight of a holy and Sin-aveng- 
ing God. But why this Outcry againſt the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone ? They 
ſay this Doctrine deſtroys good Works. But 
do we, by preaching this Doctrine, make void 
the Law of God? No. We thereby eſtabliſh 
the Law. For, 7% Faith alone juſtifies, yet, as 
the Good old Puritans uſed to obſerve, that 
Faith which is alone juſtifieth not. Agrecable to 
this ſpeaketh the 12th Article of our Church, 
Albeit, that good Works which are the Fruits of 
Faith, and follow after Tuſtification, cannot put 
away our Sins, and endure the Severity of God's 
Judgment, yet are they pleaſing and accettable to 
God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of 2 
true and lively Faith, inſomuch that by them 4 
lively Faith may be as evidently known as a Tree 
is diſcern'd by the Fruit, —T hey therefore who 
object againſt our inſiſting upon Juflificatiuan by 
Faith alone, as deſtructive of Morality, not only 
betray great Ignorance of the Articles of our 
Church, and of God's Word, but give too 
great Reaſon to ſu pect, that they never expe- 
rienced the bleſſed Influence of a true and live- 
ly Faith in theix own Hearts, For true and 
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undefil'd OS, is nothing more, or leſs, 


than a univerſal Morality, founded upon the 


Love of God and Faith in Chriſt Feſus. And a 
true beholding him as pierced for our Sins, will, 


in its own Nature, ſweetly, compel us to cry 
out, Nhat . ſhall we render unto. the Lord ?—It 
was this, that, perhaps, in a Quarter of an 
| Hour, made that covetous worldling Zaccheus 
give half of his Goods to the Poor. It was 


is, that all of a ſudden made the Jailor waſh 


the Stripes of thoſe whom he had but a little 


before thruſt into an inward Priſon. It was this 


that cauſed Lydia whoſe Heart the Lord had 
open'd, ſo freely to open her Houle to entertain 


the Apoſtles: And it was this that excited the 


Apoſtles themſelves, in general, and St. Paul in 
particular, to bid adieu to- worldly Honours, to 
glory in nothing but the Croſs of ror 4 and to 
Hy like an Arch-Angel, from Pole to Pole, pub- 
 liſhing the bleſſed and everlaſting Goſpel. ' The 


Love / Chriſt, faid he, cenſtraineth us. Preach: 


ing Faith in this Manner, ſeems to me the only 
' ſcriptural Way of preaching Chri/t ; and by this 
Means we ſhall ſteer a middle Courſe, between 
tuo dangerous Extremes. For to inſiſt only up- 


on Moray, and Good Works, and not lay a 


true lively Faith, as a Foundation whereon they are 


to be built, (as it is to be fear'd too many do) is 


to act like Pharaoh's Taſk-Maſters, and bid 
People make Brick without ſhewing them where 


to get Straw. My Soul, come not thou into 
their Secret! On che other hand, to call upon 


People to believe in, and behold the Lams of 


GOD, and at the ſame Time not exhort them 
to maintain Good Works, as an Evidence and 
F ruit of cheir r_ beholding is the OM to 

15 urn 
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tur n the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs. Art 


therefore, however Evangelical ſuch Preachers 
may ſeem in their own Eyes, yet if the Writ- 
ings of Moſes and the Prophets, of our Lord 


and his Apoſtles, are to be our Judges, they do 
not rightly. divide the Word of Truth. To 


their Aſſembly, mine Honour be not thou united! 


Once more. A true beholding of the LAMuR 
of GOD, implies ſuch a beholding him, as will 
transform us into his divine Likeneſs. This 


will be the effect of our ſeeing him as he is in 


Heaven ; and this, in its Degree, will always 


be the Conſequence of our beholding him, with 
an Eye of a true and lively Faith on Earth. 


When Moſes came down from Mount Horeb, 5 


where he had been converſing with God, we 
are told that his Face ſhone; and if we have 
been upon the Mount of Ordinances beholding 
by Faith the bleſſed Lams of GOD, tho' our 
Faces will not ſhine, yet our Hearts will be 


moulded into his bleſſed Image. This is what 


the Apoftle Paul terms in one Place, Being tranſ- 


fermed by the renewing of wr Minds; and in 
another, Paſſing from Glory 19 Glory, even by the 


Spzrit of the Lord. — All Manifeſtations, of what- 


ever Kind or Degree, if not attended with this 
transforming and truly ſanctifying Influence, ate 
; unprofitable, deluſive, or merely imaginary. 


Balaam could call himſelf the Man whole Eyes 
were open, and the Man who had ſeen the Vi- 


lions of the Almighty, and yet he was a poor 


Worldling all the while. He loved the Wages 


of Unrighteouſneſs, tho' forced by God net to 


receive them. Hence we may eaſily, and ra- 
7 * tionally 
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tionally account for the falling away of ſome, 
'and it may be the final Apoſtacy of many others, 
who in the late religious Stir (as ſome are pleas'd 
to call it) ſeem'd to be uncommonly gifted, and 
to be lifted up, as it were, to the third Heaven, — 


was working a great Work upon the Earth, 
turns himſelf into an Angel of Light, introduces 
his Extraordinaries, and thereby mimics God's 
true Work now, as the Magicians were once 


they were truly converted to, and had by a liv- 


us more cautious ; but to condemn a Work in 
the Lump, as merely deluſive and diabolical, or 
roundly to affirm that all the pretended Subjects 


cauſe ſome have miſtaken Imaginations for the 
true ſpiritual Manifeſtation of God's Love to 


THz 


Satan being ſenſible that the Holy Spirit of God 


permitted to mimic the real Miracles of Moſes, 


formerly, --- Such Counterfeits, thoſe who are 


not ignorant of Satan's Devices, ought from 


Time to Time to add all Diligence to ſearch 
out and detect; but after the utmoſt Caution 
imaginable, I believe we ſhall find the Saying 
of ea very zealous Reformer (who thought, at 
huis firſt coming out, that he ſhould convert the 
whole World) to be too true, viz. That old Sa- 
tam will be in many Cafes too hard for young Me- 
lancthorn. — Satan is an old Practitioner, and we, 
comparatively ſpeaking, but Novices; and there- 
fore no Wonder, that we ſometimes miſtake his 
Extraordinaries for the powerful Operations of 
the Holy Spirit; or look upon thoſe, at leaſt 


tor a while, who are only ſtony-ground Hearers, 
and have received the Word with Joy, as tho' 


ing, Soul-transforming Faith, beheld the Lams 
of GOD.—Such Miſtakes may ſerve to make 


of it have taken up only with an Ideal Chri/t, be- 


ECG... 


their 


ſhould think it morally 


(nm) 


| their att diſcover ſuch an Ignorance of Scrip- 
ture, of Satan's Devices, and the Accounts given 


us of paſt Revivals in all Ages, that if one did 


not know the - dreadful Blindneſs of a bigoted 


Sectarian Zeal, and what a Proneneſs there is 


in the beſt of Men to condemn every Thing 


that doth not come juſt in their own” Way, we 


impoſſible that good 
Men ſhould run ſuch Lengths as ſome have done 


of late, in cenſuring what I think may be calld, 
amidſt all the Infirmities and Weakneſſes that 


have attended it, A great and ee Work of 
Go... | 
But 'tis Tims for me to 50 nearer 1 a Con- 


cluſion.— We have now then, my dear Hearers, 
done with the Doctrinal Part of our Text; in 


opening of which, that we might deal with you 
as rational Creatures, we have endeavour'd calm- 
ly, and in the Fear of God, to addreſs ourſelves. 
to your Underſtandings But the hardeſt Work 
is yet behind, namely, to affect and warm your 
Hearts.— I his I take to be the very Life of 
preaching: For Man is a compound Creature, 
made up "of Aﬀections, as well as Underſtand- 


ing; and, conſequently, without addreſſing both, 


we only Jo our Work by Halves, — Tis true, every 
one hath his proper Gift, and ſome excel in 
making uſe of a proper Method to inform the 
Judgment, whilſt others are more eminent for 
exciting the Paſſions. — Beth are beautiful in 
their Seaſon; and both ought and will be uſed 
by all who have warm Hearts, as well as cles? 
Heads. Maſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, dealt much in Exhortations, as well 


as in opening and explaining the weighty Mat- 


3 tiers 


: 618) 3 
ters of the Law. And if we are taught by the 


ſame Spirit, we ſhall, like them, bring Light 


and Heat with us, when call'd to ſpeak of, and 


_ enforce the Things which concern the Kingdom 


of God. — Without a proper Mixture of theſe, 
| However, a Preacher may acquire the Character 
in the Letter-learned and polite World, of be- 
ing a calm and cool Reaſoner, yet he never 


will be look'd upon by thoſe whoſe Senſes are 


_exercis'd to diſcern ſpiritual Things, as a truly 
Evangelical and Chriſtian Orator.— And ſurely, 
if a Miniſter's Heart is ever warm, it ought to 
be ſo in a more eſpecial Manner, when calling 
on a blind and drowzy World, to behold the 
Lams of GOD.---Oh ! that my Tongue was 


at this Time touch'd with a Coal from his Al- 


tar.---Oh ! that my cold and frozen Heart (for 
IT muſt again repeat the Wiſh I put up at the 
Beginning of this Diſcourſe) ' was in the ſame 


blefied and divine Frame, as we have Reaſon | 


to believe the Holy Baptiſt was favour'd with, 
when he calPd upon his Diſciples and the People, 
| fo repeatedly, to behold the Lams of GOD.— 
But to whom ſhall I apply myſelf firſt ? Or with 
what Language ſhall I addreſs you when preſſing 
you to the ſame important 3 . 
Will my Brethren in the 
Word of Exhortation from one who is leſs than 
the leaſt of them all? Does not the Practice of 
this fervent Harbinger and Fore- runner of the 


Son of G OD, naturally lead me to it? For 


did he ſo unweariedly recommend the Lord Je- 
fries? Did he take ſuch Care to preach not him- 
ſelf but Chriſt Feſus his Lord? And ſhall not 
we make this ſame Jeſus, the Alpha, and Ome- 


iniſtry ſuffer a a 


Sa, 
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(19) | 
the Beginning and. End of all gur Diſ- 
a ? Did he take ſuch Pains 90 dba him- 


90 


r baſſadlors to the greateſt Monarchs on Earth.— 

e Go on then, my Brethren, or rather Fathers, 

e as it becomes ſuch a one as I to call you, Ye } 
n Angels of the Churches, Ye Stewards of the 1 
Myſteries of God, go on in the Name and 1 
85 Strength of the everlaſting I AM: Preach Chriſt * 
A and him crucified ; continue to preach him : Be 4 
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m- Miniſtry P M Text warns me not to leave you 
not out in this Addreſs. John directed his Diſciple 
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ters of the Law. And if we are taught . 
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| fame Spirit, we ſhall, like them, bring 


and Heat with us, when call'd to ſpeak of, and 


_ enforce the Things which concern the Kingdom 
of God. —Without a proper Mixture of theſe, 

| however, a Preacher may acquire the Character 
in the Letter-learned and polite World, of be- 
ing a calm and cool Reaſoner, yet he never 
will be look'd upon by thoſe whoſe Senſes are 
_exercis'd to difcern ſpiritual Things, as a truly 
Evangelical and Chriſtian Orator.— And ſurely, 
if a Miniſter's Heart is ever warm, it ought to 
de ſo in a more eſpecial Manner, when calling 


on a blind and drowzy World, to behold the 
Lams of GOD. Oh!] that my Tongue was 


at this Time touch'd with a Coal from his Al- 
tar.---Oh ! that my cold and frozen Heart (for 


I muſt again repeat the Wiſh J put up at the 
Beginning of this Diſcourfe) was in the ſame 
bleſſed and divine Frame, as we have Reaſon 


to believe the Holy Baptiſt was favour'd with, 


when he call'd upon his Diſciples and the People, 


to repeatedly, to behold the LAM of GOD. — 
But to whom ſhall I apply myſelf firſt ? Or with 
what Language ſkall I addreſs you when preſſing 


you to the fame important 1 5 
Will my Brethren in the 

Word of Exhortation from one who is leſs than 
the leaſt of them all? Does not the Practice of 
this fervent Harbinger and Fore- runner of the 


So of GOD, naturally lead me to it? For 


did he ſo unweariedly recommend the Lord Je- 
ſus? Did he take ſuch Care to preach not him- 


elf but Chriſt Jeſus his Lord ? And ſhall not 


we make this ſame Jeſus, the Alpha, and Ome- 
* 2A I Nh oP e 


iniſtry ſuffer a | 


ga, | 


( 19 ) 

ga, the Beginning and End of all our Diſ⸗- 

7 5 ? Did he take fuch Pans to debaſe him- 

ſelf, exalt his Lord, and evidence to the World 

that he was diſintereſted, and ſought not his 

own Glory, but the Glory of him whoſe Fore- 

runner he was ? And ſhall we not go and do 

\ likewiſe ? To prepare the Redeemer's Way be- 

fore him, by turning the Hearts of the Difobe- 

dient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, and to pro- 

claim a coming Saviour, Fohn efteemed his 

higheſt Honour. — This is an Employ worthy 

| Angels. They thought themſelves highly fa- 

veur'd, when fent to give Notice of the Me- 

diator's Birth to ſome humble Shepherds. And 

ö T hope I am ſpeaking to ſome, who had rather 

be employed in ſuch an Errand, than be Am- 
, baſſadlors to the greateſt Monarchs on Earth.— 

: Go on then, my Brethren, or rather Fathers, 

e as it becomes ſuch a one as [ to call you. Ye 

n Angels of the Churches, Ve Stewards of the 

p Myſteries of God, go on in the Name and 
Strength of the everlaſting I AM: Preach Ref 
= and him crucified ; continue to preach him : Be 
Ii inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; and tho? 
g | you ſhould be call'd to ſuffer for ſo doing, fear 
5 not, but rather rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
A Great will be your Reward in Heaven: For ſo 
an perſecuted they John the Baptiſt, and others 
of that have been employ'd in calling upon Sinners 
he to behold the Lams of GOD. before you, 
or Are any here preſent who are entruſted with 
fe- the Care of Youth that are intended for the 
m- Miniſtry? My Text warns me not to leave yoy 
not out in this Addreſs. John directed his Diſciples 
A to behold the Laws of GOD: And ought not 
ga, ſuch who have the Overſight of thoſe who are 
En ne ee — © 
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| hereafter to be employ'd in the ſame divine 


Work as John was, to make it one main Part 


of their daily Endeavours to bring their Pupils 
to a true experimental and daving Acquaintance 
with the ever bleſſed Lamp of GOD? This 

may be done without leaving any one neceſſary 


Branch of true Knowledge and uſeful Learning 


_ undone. A Neglect of this important Point 
| hath been, and it is to be fear'd even now is, 


the Bane of the Chriſtian Church, For, if 
young Men's Minds are from Year to Year 


wholly engag'd in ſtudying the Heathen Mytho- 
ogy, inſtead Fl 


of being ſhewn the Beauties of 
the New Teſtament ; if they are taught to de- 


light more in reading Cz/ar's Commentaries, or 


the Exploits of an Alexander, than to admire 


the Miracles of Jeſus of Nazareth ; if they are 
directed to employ themſelves more in giving 


an Account of Homer's Battles, than of the im- 
portant War between Michael and the Dragon; 
if it is eſteem'd a greater Excellency to be en- 


gaged in ſtudying the Folds of a Roman Gar- 


ment, than to enquire into the various Turnings 


and Windings of their own corrupt Hearts; 


If theſe, and ſuch like trifling Things, are re- 


commended to their daily Study, and the glo- 


rious Doctrines of the Goſpel, ſuch as Regene- 


ration, Juſtification, Sc. wholly neglected, or 


ſuperficially ſpoken of, is it apy Wonder, that 


ſo many ignorantly ſtrike their Heads againſt the 
Pulpit, or appear when put into it, more like 


Heathen Philoſophers, or Roman Orators, than 


Goſpel-Preachers, tho without half the Clezr- 


neſs and ſound Reaſoning of the one, or a thou- 


fandth Part of the true Pathos and unaffected 


Elequence of the other? The recommending 


and 


( 


— 


(27) 


and enforcing the Practical Study of the Doc- 
trines and Example of the ble 


) Jeſus, ſeems 
to me to be the only Remedy for this great, not 
to ſay growing vil, . 

And therefore, I beg leave in the next Place 
to addreſs myſelf to thoſe who are now actually 


engaged in the Study of Divinity, and are de- 
ſirous of being 33 according to the Pre- 
a 


paration of the Sanctuary, for the great and ſo- 
lemn Work of calling upon Sinners to behold 
the Lams of GOD. When John the Baptiſt 


was thus employ'd, he took Care to affure the 
People that he himſelf was well acquainted with 
that Chriſt, I ſaw, ſaid he, and bear Record, 
that this is the Son of God, And doth not this at 
leaſt intimate to you, young Students, that above 

| ould ſtudy to get an experi- 
mental Acquaintance with the Lord Jeſus in 
your own Hearts, before you attempt to recom- 


all Things you ſh 


mend him to the Choice of others? Tnen, hav- 


ing believed, you will ſpeak: Speak not as mere 
dead, formal, letter-learn'd Scribes, but as Men 
having Authority : You will then, like fon the 
Baptiſt, Be the Voice of one crying : You will 


lift up your Voices like Trumpets : You will 
preach not with the enticing Words of Man's 


Wiſdom, but with the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit and of Power: This, with a moderate 


Share of uſeful Learning, which is quite ne- 


ceſſary in its Place, will enable you to do Won- 
ders; Vallies ſhall be filled up, Mountains ſhall 


be brought low, and a Highway made, thro' 


your Inſtrumentality, into Sinners Hearts, by the 
bleſſed and all- powerful Operations of the Spirit 


of the .everliving God.—Such a Method, per- 


Pigs 


haps, may render your preaching a little un- 
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 fathionable, but it is the only Way to render it 

uſeful, and truly Evangelical. Take the Apoſtle 
Paul for your Enſample. He was a great Scho- 
lar, as well as a great Saint; and if call'd to it, 
could have fought the learned World with their 
own Weapons; but he choſe to fight only with 


the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 


God: And even when preaching at ſo polite a 
Place as Corinth, determin'd to know nothing 
amongſt them but Jeu Chriſt and him cruci- 
fed, He too, like another 
conftant, uninterrupted Employ to beſeech poor 
Sinners to behold the Lams of GOD. May 
tnat Mind be in you, which was alfo in Him! 
But do not the Words of our Text lead me 
to addreſs all in general, as well as Tutors and 
their Pupils in particular? Yes; to you, even 
.to as many as hear me this Day, whether high, 
or low, rich or poor, young or old, one with 
another, may a Word of Exhortation naturally 
be directed. —It was to the People, as well as 
to his Diſciples, that John, when he ſaw. Fe/us 
coming unto him, ſpoke thoſe endearing W ords, 
Behold the Lamps of GO D. —I therefore cal 
upon you all in the ſame Language, and for the 
.fame Reaſon ; for it is he, and he alone that 
, taketh away the Sins of the World. —It is this 
that you all ſtand in need of, whether you know 
it or not. You are all ſtung by that old and 
crooked Serpent the Devil. Therefore, as Mo- 
ſes lifted up the Serpent in the IVilderneſs, even jo 
as the Son of Man lifted up, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing Life. Oh then behold him, behold him 
Look unto him all ye Ends of the Earth, even 
ye upon whom the Ends of the World are come, 


and 


ohn, made it his 


ſuccour thoſe that are tempted. Are 


forrowful, even unto 


J 
and be ye ſaved: Some of you I truſt, thro? 


Grace, have already been enabled to do this. 


Oh come, come, I beſeech you, and repeat the 
and 
the 


re ye tempt- 
ed? Behold the LAMB of GOD. He was 


bleſſed Look, for this is the Chriſtians 


Catholicon, - the ſovareign 1 for 
remaining Diſeaſes of his Soul 


"4 ws 


tempted in all Things like as we are, that he might 
be able experimentally to ſympathize with, and 


e deſert- 
ed, and bewailing an abſent God? 


3 


ehold the 
| LAMB of GOD : He once complain'd, and that 


too to his own C catures, My Soul is exceeding 


zath, He once cry'd out, 
and that to his heav'nly Father, My God, my 


God, why _ thou forſaken me.—Are ye poor ? | 


Behold the 


by Friends ? Behold the Lams of GOD; 
was betray'd by 


AMB of GOD ; he had not where 
to Jay his Head. Are ye betray'd and 2 


Judas, denied by Peter, Fr 
when apprehended, all forſook him and fled. — 


Are you blacken 2 and malign'd by Enemies? 


Behold the LAMB of GOD; he was counted EY 


mad Man, a Deceiver, nay, a Belzebub, the 


Are ye afraid of Death, 
or dying? Behold the LAM of GOD; he hath 


taken away the Sting of that King of Terrors, 


very chief of the Devils. 


and came to deliver thoſe, who thro' fear of 
Death were all their life-time ſubject to Bondage. 


Doubt ye whether ye ſhall hold out to the End 7. 
Behold the Lams of GOD; He is the Author 


and Finiſher of our Faith; and having lov'd his 
own, he lov'd them even unto the End. Do 
ye want more Grace, either to mortify remain- 
ing Corruption, or to enable you, to bring forth 


more N unto Bod? Behold the LaMs of | 
| + GOD; 


1 
GOD; Out of bis Fulneſ we may all receive, 


2d that too, even Grace Fad Grace; Grace upon 


Grace, Grace to beget more Grace, even 175 
we are fill'd with all the 5 ujneſs of God. 
e Believers, my Heart is — d towards 
to, and live much on the bleſſed mY 


and then you will live to, and a& for him more 
and more: Be thankful fon what you have re- 


ceived, but be looking out continually for freſh 
Dikoveried of his Love, and freſh Incomes of 
heavenly Grace, till you are. call d to behold this 


LAMB 97 GOD in Glory: That Time, bleſſed 


be God, will ſhortly T_T Tho? Worms de- 


firoy our "Bodies, yet 6 our Fleſb we fhall ſee our 


Cod; not as we do now, thro a Glaſs darkly, 


| but Face to Face, fee him as he is; and what is 
yet better, be growing up. more and more into 


his divine Likeneſs, thro' the endleſs: Ages of 
Eternity. - But as for ungodly and obſtinate Un- 


| believers that die in their Sins, it ſhall not be fo 


with them. Behold him indeed you ſhall ; be- 
hold him you muſt ; For yet a little while and we 
muſt all SE AAS efore the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt. 
But Oh ! how ſhall I ſpeak it? You muſt behold 


him once never to behold him any more]! Be- 


hold him not ſo much as the Lams of GOD, 
as the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, and bear 
him roaring out that dreadful Sentence, Depart, 
ye curſed, into ever 1 Fire, prepar d for the 
Devil and. his Angels.---Oh think of this all ye 
that have hitherto neglected to behold. this Laws 
of GOD by Faith, fo ſhall Unbelief not prove 
your final Ruin. To you, even to you I once 
more call, Bleſſed be God, the Door of Mercy 
is not yet ſhut; the Day of Grace; is not yet 


over ; Look unto him nad” you ſhall yet be es: 
1 is 


3 BY i EA: La 


( 25 3 
His Heart is open, and his Arms ſtretch'd out 
ready to receive you. —Qh that he would rend 
the fron and come down amongſt you, and 
as he had once Compaſſion upon a Poor Wo- 
man, that was bow'd down with the Spirit of 
Infirmity, Io eighteen years ! Oh that he would 
repeat that all- powerful Command, Be ye looſed 


from your Infirmity, and enable every unconverted 
Sinner to look up to, and behold the LAMB of 


GOD ! However, if you will not come to him 
that you might have Life, God forbid that 1 
ſhould ceaſe to pray for you. O Lord God moſt 
holy, O Lord God moſt mighty, O holy and 


merciful Saviour, thou moſt worthy Judge eter- 


na!, by thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 


Croſs and Paſſion, by thy precious Death and Bu- 
rial, by thy glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
and by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, we 
humbly entreat thee to help all ſuch to take the 
Warning that has now been given them ! Oh 
help them to behold thee by Faith here, that ſo 
no Pains of Hell may fall from thee whenever 
they are ſummoned to appear before thy awful 
Tribunal hereafter ! J am perſuaded all that 
love the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, will ſay, Amen! 
Even ſo Lord Jeſus! Amen ! and Amen! | 
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4 Peter remembered the Words " Feſus, 
 webich. ſaid unto him, Before the Cock 
erow twice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice : 4 
| dud be went out, and * — 


— 


— as one obſerves, is the beſt 


Hiſtory ; or, in other Words, writin 
reading the Lives of great and good ies, 


is one of the moſt profitable and Jeliphtful Kinds 


of Hiſtory we can entertain ourſelves with. — For 
hereby we are convinced, that Wiſdom's Ways 
are indeed Ways of Pleaſantneſs ; and bein 
proved to be rafticable by Men of like Pal- 
fions with ourſelves, we are ”: ſenſibly allured to 
follow them as they followed Chri/t, and en- 
couraged to run with Patience the Race ſet. be- 
fore us. — This, one would hope, is the grand 
End propoſed by all ſuch who undertake to 


draw the Characters, or hand down to Poſte- 


rity the remarkable tranſactions of -Perfons who 
have ſhone as Lights i in the Church of God. — 


Many have done worthily in this Reſpect ; and 


for this their Labour of Love, thouſands as yet 
unborn ſhall rife and call them bleſſed. But 
without detracting any Thing from their” due 
Praiſe, I cannot help obſerving, that in moſt 
of the Lives that I have had an Opportunity of 
peruſing, there ſeems to be one Deficienc 

could 'almoſt ſay, common to. them. all. Þ is 


D "4: Se. , th 18% | 


ua The Writers of them feldom or never 
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mention the Blemiſhes or Falls of thoſe whoſe 


_ Characters they exhibit. They emblazon their 


ood, without ſo much as hinting at any of 


| their bad Qualities. In ſhert, they paint them 
blameleſs, and by not mentioning” any of their 


Foibles, or the Sins that did moſt eaſily beſet them, 


they make them, as it were, equal to the An- 


15 of God, or rather to the Son of God him- 
elf, of whom alone it can truly be ſaid, That 
he was without Sin. — Such a Method (however 
well meant, becauſe we are more prone to 1mi- 
tate others Vices than their Virtues) to ſpeak in 
the ſofteſt Terms, is not according to the Pat- 
tern ſhewn us in the Mount. The Scriptures 
ſet us a different Copy. In thoſe lively Oracles, 
as in a well drawn ure, we have both Shade 
and Light; and at the ſame Time as they paint 
out to us, in the moſt ſtriking Manner, the 
Graces for which the holy Men of old were moſt 
eminent, they alſo, with an equally impartial 


Hand, expoſe to public View not only the com- 


mon Infreiities, but even ſomie of the moſt dread- 
ful Falls, with all their aggravating Circumſtan- 


ces, of ſome of the greateſt Men of God that 


ever did, or will live, till Time itſelf ſhall be 


no more. 
One of theſe is to be the mournful Subject of 


our preſent Meditation. Procul ite profani ! Let 


all profane Perſons keep at an awful Diſtance. 
We are going to tread on holy Ground. I {et 
an Hedge about it in the Name of the Living 


God. Come not too nigh the Mount, left that 
which was written for your Learning, thro* your 


own perverſe Abuſe of it, ſhould prove unto you 


a further Occaſion of falling. 


I 
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own $55 e — N A -not 5 0 of the * 
1911 of the ſacred Wiitere, but alſo that he 
oly Ghoſt intended that this awful Story Thould,. 
in an Ae Manner, be recorded. Te Learn- 
ing, on whom the Ends of the World are come. 
But though all the Rvangeliſts are very explicite 


in relating this perhdious and wicked Act, yet : 


we ſhall chiefly confine ourſelves, at preſent, to 
the Account given us of it in this, 26th Chapter 
of St. Matthew, . and for Method Sake purpoſe, to- 
conſider : 5 


p hy The Steps that 1d to this Great, Man's . 
; 7: 


2d. The Fall at Kat 8 
3d, His Recovery from it, mentioned i in the 
Text. 

And Peter remembered the Ne ords of Teſus, 25 8 8 
aid unto. him, before the Gack crow, thon ſhalt deny 
me thrice.. And he. went out and wept bitterly. 

But before we proceed to the Proſecution of 
theſe Points, it may be proper to premiſe, that 
we take it for granted the Apoſtle Peter, before 
his Fall, was certainly a Converted Man.— This 
is' controverted by. ſome. For what Reaſons is 
beſt known to themſelves, "The Scriptures. evi-- 
dently leave us no Room to diſpute it. One 
Paſſage may ſuffice for a Proof. Bleſſed art thun 
dinen Bar * ſaid the Glorious Emanuel to 

„„ Peter. 
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JOG. 225 12 the Nong Ted ; 2 
A ib, unto thee, but 
EO ey 3 Not content with 
i "he adds nn Thou art Peter, and upon this 
ben will T Butt my Church, and the Gates 9 Hell 


l Shall never be able 10 Freqail againſt it ;—Words 
— wat" carry with them the ſtrongeſt Preſumption, 


not only that Peter was a converted Man, but 
that he had fome eminent Place to be aſſigned 


dim in the Kingdom of Grace. For our Lord 
- pronounces him bleſſed.— Bleſed art thou Simon 


. And gives him a Reaſon for it. 
For 

but my heavenly Father. So that Peter called 
Chriſt Lord by Te Holy Ghoft, which none but 
a converted Perſon can 0 further, Upon 


this Rack, ſays Chriſt, will 7 build my Church, 


which whether it be underſtood of his Confeſſion 
of Chriſt's hire or his being afterwards to 
he employed in firſt preaching the Goſpel to the 
Gentiles, ſeems to denote ſome peculiar Favour 
and Honour aſſigned to and hereafter to be con- 
ferred upon him. Tt is true, indeed, the ſame 


3 -ſeeing Redeemer, when afterwards he fore- 
warned him of his Fall, ſubjoined this particular 


Command. And when thou art converted ſtrengthen 


thy Brethren. But this only implies that his Fall 


. be ſo exceeding great, that his Recovery 
out of it would be, as it were, a ſecond Con- 
verſion. | 

The Steps that ed to this terrible Piet 
come now more particularly to be confidered,--- 
In order to be informed of theſe, (as I take it 
for granted you have brought your Bibles with 


ehh and Blood hath not revealed this unta thee, 


you) I mult deg you to look back to the 3 3d vere j 
er 


. : 
of this Chapter, where we ſhall find that bir 


Grace alread yrecetved, was one of the firſt Steps dij- 
- cernable in this. Apoſtle's Denial of his Lord.---- 
The Bleſſed Jeſus kmowing all Things that ſhould 
befal him, after the folemn Inſtitution and Ce- 
lebration of his laſt Supper, gave his Diſciples 


"this tremendous Warning, back'd with a Scrip- 


ture Prediction. All Ye (Verſe 31) Hall be 2 
ended becauſe of me this Night ; for it is written, 
I will ſmite 45 Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be 
catrered. A Warning one would imagine ter- 


tible enough to have ſtruck them all dumb, at 


- leaft to have filled them with a holy Jealouſy of 
their own deſperately wicked and deceitful Hearts, 

| But what ſays our Apoſtle? He (Verſe 33) an- 
: ſwered and ſaid, 5 all Men ſball be offended 


becauſe of thee, yet will I neuer be offended. Poor 


Peter ! How unlike thy former ſelf, when at thy 


3 

L 

) firſt Calling, thou criedſt out, ' depart from me, 
e | fir I am a ſinful Man, O Lord. ---Alas, He now 


r thinks his Mountain is ſo ſtrong that it never 
- could be moved.---Though all Men ſh6uld be 
e offended becauſe of thee, yet will / never be of- 
- | fended.---Oh theſe Egotiſms | How frequently 
ar are they uſed by, but how little do they become 
en ſuch frail Creatures as we are l- Vet will / never 
all be offended; ſo far from being offended. this 
ry Night, that I will never, at any time, or in any 


n- | Place be offended becauſe of thee.--No Won 


der, after hearing this, that the Holy Jeſus ſaid 
er, I unto him, (Verſe 34) Yerily ] ſay unto thee, that 
--- | this Night, before the Cock crow, thou ſhalt, or will 
e it ¶ deny me . (For Chriſt's predicting his Fall 
ith laid him under no Neceſſity of falling) -Surely 


erſe an will now. retract | [oo] othing leſs.---On, tha, 


. | contrary, 


e 


ual Pride, and a too great Dependance on a Stock of 
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( 32") 
eontrary, depending too much on the Sincerity 
of his Intentions, and his preſent good Frame, 
he ſaid unto his Mafter, (Ver. 35th.) 75% J 
ſhould dis with thee, yet will I not 725 thee. inf 
tho” he ſhould have ſaid, “ Die with thee I m 
« To die with or for ue, am ready : But to Ji 


„ thee, I dare not. Deny thee in any wiſe I cannot, 
e and neither will T. Is thy Servant a Dog, a De 


dil, that he ſhould do this 2” — Stop Peter,. — 


Whither art thou going? Where is thy preſent 


warm Zeal carrying thee ?—What! Wilt thou 


give the God of Truth the Lie? begin to. 
tremble for tliee. Such Self- confidence and 


But to proc iritual Sloth, as well as 


ſpiritual Pride,  benerully go before a Fall. 
« Sp piritual a1 Pride, help'd to throw this Apoltle 


* downs = The Sun, that glarious Sun of 
55 Righteouſneſs, was now about to enter into his 


laſt Eclipſe: Satan, who had left him for a 
Seaſon, or, till he Seaſon of his Paſfion, i is now 


to be permitted to brutſe his Heel again. —Fhis - 


is his Hour, and now the Powers of Darkneſs 


ſummon and exert their ſtrongeſt and united 
Efforts.— A Hymn is a Prelude to his dreadful- 


Paſſion. From the Communion- Table the Sa- 


viour retires to the Garden. An horrible Dread, 


and inexpreſſible Load of Sorrow begins to over- 


wWhelm and weigh down his innocent Soul. — His 


20 can ſcarcely ſuſtain it: See how he faul- 
ters — See how his Hands hang down, and his 


- Knees wax feeble under the amazing Preſſure ! 


He is affficted and oppreſs' d indeed. — See, ſee, 


O my Soul, how he fweats! But what is that 
Which k fre? Blood - Drops of Blood. great 


Drops of Blood falling to he Ground.. Alas ! 


Was ever Sorrow like unto this Sorrow ? Hark! 


what's 3 


THF 
what's that I hear? Oh dolorus Complaint ?--- 
Father, if it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me. 


Hark! he ſpeaks again. Amazing! the Crea- 


tor complains to the Creature, My Soul is ex- 


ceeding forrowful, ev#n unto Death: Tarry you here 
and watch with me. And now he retires once 
more.---But fee how his Agony increaſes.--- | 
Hark ! how he prays, and that too yet more 


* 
* 


earneſtly! Father, if it be paſſible, let this Cup 


paſs from me. And will his heavenly Father leave 
him comfortleſs? No.—An Angel (Oh happy 
highly favour'd Angel !) is ſent from Heaven to 
ſtrengthen him. But where is Peter all this 


while? We are told that the Holy Jeſus took 


him with James and John into the Garden. 
Surely he will not leave his Lord in fuch deep 
Diftreſs ! What is he doing? I bluſh to anſwer. 
Alas! he is /eeping : Nay, tho' awaken'd once 
by his agonizing Lord, with a Simon Peter fleepeſt 
thou. What ! Couldſt thou not watch with me one 
Hour? Yet his Eyes, notwithſtanding his Pro- 
feſſion of Conſtancy and Care, are heavy with 
Seed Lord, ohat 15 Map 7: ĩ˙ nk 
After hearing all this, we need not be ſur- 
prized at the Account given us, (Ver. 58th.) 
of another Step to his Fall, viz. His following 
Teſus afar of. But Peter, ſays the Evangeliſts, 


followed him afar off. The Redeemer's Agony 
was now over, And behold the Hour is at hand, 


when he is to be betrayed into the Hands of Sinners. 
He warns his ſleepy Diſciples of it, and, acting 
like himſelf, goes out to meet the threatenin 


Storm. Ariſe, ſaid he, let us go, behold ! he that 


betrayeth me is at hand. Judas, one of the Twelve 


that eat of his Bread, performs the helliſh Taſk, 
and lifts up his Heel againſt him. He ſays, Hail, 
| 7 Maſter l 


ec 


Sins, and will 


upon thee. H 


„ => 


- Maſter ! tifſes and then betrays him. For this 
was the Sign-agreed on, Mhomſocuer I Shall kifs, 
the fame is he, held him faſt.. They; rew the 


Watchword, and like ſo many roari- g. Lions, 


ſeize on their unrefiſting Prèy. This rouſes Pe- 
ter. Out of an honeſt, but miſguided Zeal, he 


draws his Sword and cuts off the High Prieſt's 
Servant's Ear. The bleſſed Jeſus heals the one, 
reproves the other; and according to {/aiah's 


. Prophecy, 1s contentedly led as a Lamb ta the 
Slaughter. Peter's heat is ſoon cool'd, and in- 


ſtead of adhering to his Lord, or ſaying, as 
might juſtly be expected, Hhither thou goeſt I 


ill go, whitherfoever they lead thee they ſhall lead 
mie alſa; Rlas ] alas | He followed him afar off. 
| Obſerve, he does not deny his Lord all at once. 


No. Satan Jeads us on by degrees into great 
ſuffer us to be very bad im- 
ediat at firſt follows afar off: He 
ſculks behind, and keeps 0n Purpoſe at a Diſ- 


| tance, left he ſhould' be -accounted: one of his 
Followers. Oh Peter, Peter, did T not know 


how prone my own deceitful Heart is to go aſtray 


from the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 

I ſhould now begin to ſay, Fie upon thee, fie 
oſt thou kept cloſe to thy Lord, 

thou mighteſt have been ſheltered: ſafely under 


bis Almighty Wings, but how canft thou avoid 


falling, and that foully too, when thou begin- 


neſt thus to be aſhamed of thy glorious Maſter ! 
But this is not all.---For we are not only in- 


form'd that he followed Fe/us afar off, but that 


He went into the High Preeſt's Palace (Verſe 58.) 


and ſat with the Servants. So that keeping bad 


Co 11 
Fall,---O 


was another Step that led to his gi eat 


h Peter ! My Blood begins now almoſt 


10 
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to run cold within me.---I tremble for thee more 
than ever. What canſt thou propoſe to thyſelf, 


or what bad Thing may we not expect to hear 
of thee, when fitting in ſuch ſorry Company ? 


I had much rather have heard that thou hadſt fled 
with thy other cowardly Brethren, . Thou ſitteth 
among thy Maſter's profeſſed Enemies to ſee the 
Eud. Whatever becomes of him, I dread to 
hear what the End of all this gradual Backſliding 
will be, in reſpect to thy own Soul. 

Well! .The  blefled Jeſus is now at the Bar,--- 
Omnipotence ſuffers itſelf to be arraigned, and 
he who ſet Bounds to the Sea which it cannot paſs, 
is content to be bound, and that as a Criminal, 


by the Work of his own Hands.---Falſe Wit- 


neſſes riſe up againſt him, and lay to his Charge 
Things that he knew not.----This Fellow, fa 


y 
they, (Verſe 61,) ſaid, I am able to deſtroy the 
Temple of Gon, and to build it in three 


5. =» 


And what Reply doth the innocent Feſus make? 


None at all.---Not only becauſe they all knew 
chat it was a malicious Slander, but becauſe he 
ſtood as. our Reprefentative.---He, therefore, held 

his Peace, and as a Sheep before the Shearers is 


dumb, fo this immaculate Lamb of God opened 


not his Mouth. At length, being adjurdh 


thereto by the High-Prieſt in the Name of the 


livin ng God he confeſſes himſelf to be the Chriſt, 
of the bleſſed; and lets the imperious 
Sanbedrim know, that however contemptible his 
Appeatance might be now, yet they ſhould here- 
after ſee him fitting on the right Hand of Power, 
and coming in the Clouds of Heaven. And does 
not this ftrike Terror into his Accuſers and 
. By no means. The haughity High- 
ziel ries in 2 hypocritically rends his 
„„ 


in weunding him through Peter's Side, who was 


( 36 ) 
Cloaths, urging this as a Reaſon, He hath ſpol en 
Blaſpbemy; what further Need have we of Mit- 
nefſes * Was ever Indignity, like this Indignity, 
put on thee, thou moſt Adorable Mediator | 
Which ſhall I marvel at moͤſt, the High-Prieft's 
Impudence, or thy Patience ?---Both; doubtleſs, 
are unparalleled.---And yet, alas! a further Trial 
awaits our ſuffering Lord. For whilſt the Maſter 
is thus arraign'd, inſulted, and cauſeleſſy con- 
demned at the Bar within, Satan is no leſs buſy 


ſitting in the Palace without.---Peter, indeed, 
thinks to fit there undiſcovered ; But a Damſel 
comes to him, (Verſe 69) ſaying, Thou alſo waſjt 
- with Feſus of Calilee. und what then? Was 
that high Treaſon? Or rather was it not the 
higheſt Honour? Peter, what ſayeſt thou? Alas, 
(Verſe 70) He denied before them all, ſaying, 1 
know not what thou ſayeſt. Know not what thou 
ſayeſt? Peter, her words were plain enough, I 
Thou alſo was with Feſus of Nazareth, Can any || y 
Words be plainer?--- To deny this, in the leaſt, In. 
was bad, but to deny this before them all, who to 
could fo eaſily confront thee, proves thee to be || ,, 
falling indeed.---Call him now no longer Peter, I de 
but call him chabod.---For the Glory of the || 11 
Lord is departing from hing 
However, as yet there is Hope concerning him. IN. 
For conſcious, / as it were, of his Guilt (Verſe 10. 
71) He went out into the Porch.---Satan purſues I Ap 
him,---For when a Saint begins to fall, his hel- hin 
liſh Language is down with him, down with him, Nane 
even to the Ground. Another Damſel, there- I the 
fore, is put in Peter's Way, who, upon ſeeing thy 
him, ſays, not unto Peter himſelf, but to them IW 
that were there, (Verſe 71) This Fellow was alſo Ping 


with 
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them 


quit 


WF TI 
with» Feſus of Nazareth. She ſpeaks the fame 
Language with her Siſter Scoffer, and with thoſe 
who accuſed the bleſſed Fe/us at the Bar. Doubt- 
lefs, our modern Scofters are related to them, 
for they uſe the ſanie Diale& every Day when 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, or thoſe that, A 7 Grace, 
dare to own and confeſs him before Me * 


. 


here would J flop and feign be excuſed from re- 


lating to this great Aſſembly Peter's Anſwer.—— 
Oh tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets 


of Atkelon / ---But we mult not be wife above 


what is written. The Holy Spirit hath left it 
upon Record, and Ie it by four Evan- 
geliſts upon the Houſe-Top, and, therefore, I 
am conſtrained to tel. yon, that again (Verſe 52) 
He denied with an Oath, 1 do not know the Man. 
What? An Apoſtle ſwear? Was it not enough 
barely to deny the Damſel's Aﬀertion, but he 
muſt deny it with an Oath ?---Perhaps, it was a 
Crime he never was guilty of before.--Surely, the 
Way of Sin is down-hill.---Qne Step leads to a- 
nather.---At firſt he only denied what was ſaid 
to him, by a Kind of Equivocation, I know not 


© what thou ſayeſt,---Now he grows bolder, and 


denies with an Oath, I know not the Man. 
What? Peter Know not the Man? That glo- 
rious God-Man Chrift Feſus thy Lord ?--What? 
Not know him, who called thee from the poor 
Occupation of catching Fiſh, to make thee an 
Apoſtle and a Fiſher of Men? What? Not know 
him, who bad thee come to him upon the Waters, 


and him who with his own almighty Arm faved 


thee from drowning, when thou waſt anſwerin 
thy Name Cephas, and ſinking like a Stone? 
What? Not know him, with whom thou haſt fo 


as alfo intimately converſed for three Years laſt paſt, 


| who, 


0 
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1 who, ſo lately pronounced thee bleſſed, waſhed 


thy Feet, gave thee a new Name, and took thee 


to Mount Tabor, where he diſplayed before thee 
his excellent Glory, which made thee cry out, 
2t is good for us to be here What; thou 
forgot all this Peter? 


"Bark, it is high Time for the Cock to crow. 


Hark ! The Cock does crow, not only once, 
but twice; But all in vain.--Fallen as this great 
Man is, he muſt ſtill fall lower---Satah is now 
About to give him the laſt and moſt fatal Thruſt. 


He hath his Quiver full of deadly Arrows, and 


Hath always Inſtruments at Hand, the weakeſt of 


which will foil the ſtrongeſt Apoſtle when leſt 


to himſelf.--After a while (Verſe 73) came unto 
Dim they that ſtood by, and ſaid unto Peter, ſurely, 


thou alſo toaſt one of them, for thy Speech betrayeth 


| thee.---As though they had ſaid, <* how canſt thou 


have tbe Impudence to ſay thou knoweſt notthe Man, 
«6 qvhen thy very Language and Manner of ſpeaking 

« betrays thy being even one of his Followers 7” What 
ſays Peter now? Can he withſtand this glaring 


| Evidence? Yes,---He not only denies it with a 
ſingle Oath, but (Oh, how ſhall I ſpeak it!) he 
began to curſe and to ſwear, and with a whole 
Volly of execrable Expreflions, ſtriving to act tbe 


Bravado, he perſiſts in ſaying (Verſe 74) 1 know 
not the Man.--And now Satan thou haſt gained 
thy Point.--A great Man, through too much 
Self-Confidence, fpiritual Pride, 851 piritual Sloth 


and too great Intimacy with ae of thy Chil 
dren, is fallen indeed! | Thou haſt ſifted him wit 
Mines. 

Bi is he fallen never to rife again; ? Is Pete 
funk too low for free Grace ever to raiſe him up 
Will the Redeemer ſuffer his Truth to fail; 0 
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ſhall the Prayer put up for him before he was led 

into Temptation, viz. that his Faith” ſhould: not 

fail, remain unanſwered ? No, all the Promiſes in 
Chriſt Feſus are all Yea and all Amen; and having 
loved his own, he lovts them untothe End. The 

Enemy hath broke in upon Peter like a Fod, but 
the almighty Redeemer will now liſt up his Standard 
againſt him, and deliver his captive Servant. 
Immediately, (Verſe 74) upon this laſt Denial of 
his Lord, the Cock crew,---And what is moſt of 
all (nay, without which the Cock might have 


crowed ten thouſand Times) another Evangeliſt 


tells us, that the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter,---Oh amazing Condeſcention ! Oh un- 
paralleled Inſtance of endearing Love !--Our Lord. 
was now upon a Trial for his Life. Fat Bulls of 
Baſan were ſurrounding him on every Side. Yet 
the ſame Love, that in the Night in which he was 


betrayed, would not permit him to forget his 


Diſciples in general, would not, though he was 
himſelf now arraigned at the Bar, ſuffer him to. 
forget his poor fallen Apoſtle in particular.---The 
Lord, wed at; turned, ani looked upon Peter,--= 
But who, beſides Peter, and Souls like him re- 
covering from their Backſlidings, can tell the 


Language of that Look ? Doubtleſs, it carried. 


with it an Et tu Peter? And artthouthere Peter © 


“ it not enough forme to be falſely accuſed, aud con- 


* demned by my Enemies, but I muſt bewounded ali, a- 


“in the houſe of my Friends !--Is it not ſufficient that 


* Judas betrays me, but thou muſt add tomy Gr1 ef by 5 


N“ denying me? Deny me too uith an Oath, nay, with 


% Oaths and Curſes deny that ever thou knewsſt ne? 
«* [s this thy Kindneſs to thy Friend ?--Alas ! hat 
* 75 become. of thy boaſted Profeſſions now ? Art bos 


fail 3 og“ the Man that didſt * felemnly declare, that though 


{ha 
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„„ 
« theu ſhouldſt die with me, thou wouldſt not deny me 


«in any wife ? Yes, Thou art the Man,” 
This, and much more of the ſame Kind, we 
may well ſuppoſe was the real Language of that 


convincing, heart-piercing, Look, which the 


Lord Jeſus at this Time gave his fallen Peter,--- 


Amazing He looks him into Contrition; where- 


as had he rewarded him according to his Iniquity, 
de might have looked him into Hell.---Rejoice 


with me, therefore, my dear Hearers.--- This 
{traying Sheep, through the tender Mercies of 


the compaſſionate Shepherd and Biſhop of our 


Souls, by this Look is brought back to the Fold 


again. And Peter, ſays our Text, remembered 


the Fords af Jeſus, which ſaid unto him, before 


the Cork crow, i. e. at the Time emphatically called 


the Ccck-crowing, which was about Three in the 


Morning, thou ſhalt deny me thrice. And he went 


et (The Word ſeems to import, that he threw 
himfelf out with a holy Violence) and wept bit- 
terly.---St. Mark only ſays, And when he thought 


thereon, he. wept.---For being an Amanuenſis to 
St. Peter, though explicit in the Account of his 


Fall, he is very ſparing in mentioning his Re- 
pentance. Unlefs , we ſappoſe that St. Mari 
would inſinuate that whenever Peter reflected on 
bis Fall, he always wept for ever after. —-How- 


ever that be, he wept bitterly now.---Methinks, 


I fee him wringing his Hands, rending his Gar: 


ments, ſtamping on the Ground, and with the 


felf=condemned Publican ſmiting upon his un- 
grateful Breaſt.---See how it heaves! Oh what 
ng Sighs and Groans are thoſe which come 


from the very Bottom of his Heart! Alas! It 


too big to ſpeak.---But his Tears, his briny 


bitter, repenting Tears plainly beſpeak this to b. 


- 
| His 


. 5 | No, 


_ & PFaceof the Sun, in the Preſence of my 
« Enemes, and thereby have cauſed his Name to be 
« blaſphemed. How can I think of being ſuffered to 
« behold the Face , much leſs to be employ'd by, the 
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the Language of his awakened Soul. las ! 
here have I been? Onthe Devil's Ground. With 
© whom have I been conver/ng ? The Devil's Chil- 
& dren.--l hat is this that I have done? Denied ihe 


& Lord of Glory, with Oaths aud e denied ti at 


ever 1 knew him.-- And now whither ſhall I g% 
* Or where fhall I hide my guilty Head? Thave ſinned 


* againſt Light. I have ſinned againſt repeated Tokens 


„ his dear diſtinguiſhing and heavenly Love. 1 
© have ſinned againſt repeated Warnings, Reſolutions, 


& Promiſes and Vows.---T have ſinned rar” he the 
aſters 


ever bleſſed Feſus any more? O Peter, thou haſt 


Aundone thyſelf.--Fuſtly mayſt thou be throu n aſide” 
«Bike a broken Veſfel:---God be merciful to me 4 
Sinner.“ 7 N 


And is this the Language of thy Tears, O- 


Peter? Bleſſed art thou ſtill then thou Sννον Bar 


Jonah. Theſe Tears, and this holy Reſent- 


ment againſt thyſelf, beſpeak thee to be a holy 
Mourner. Yet a little while and thou ſhalt be 


comforted with a Go tell his Brethren and Peter, 


that he is riſen; and with a Simon Son of fonah, 
het thou me? Then fred my Lambs.--And where 
is now thy bosſting, O- Satan? Or what haſt 
thou gain'd by foiling this Favourite of Heaven? 
Thou didſt deſire to have him. Thy Requeſt 
was granted. Thu haſt ſifted him as Wheat: 
But doſt thou imagine the all-prevailing Media- 
tor will fuffer thee to pluck him out of his Hands? 


R 3 then 


F 


| Zefus hath prayed for him, and therefore 
I Peter's Faith ſhall-not finally Fail, —Rejoice not 
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then gyer him, O thou Enemy of Souls;! For 

tuo he has fallen, yet ſee how he begins to riſe 
again. Tho? at the preſent he fits in Darkneſs, 
Jet, exe long, the Glory of the Lord ſhall 
mine around him. 


Where then are choſe Sons ef Belial, thoſe 
poſſible, more perverſe Perverters of the Word 


of God? Dare any of you now $9 away ſay- 


ing within yourſelves, ibs can blame us for a 


little equizacating, ora little innacent lying, curſing, 
« and fevearing © Was not Peter, the great Apoſtle 
 « Peter, guilty of all theſe ?” Yes he was, but with 


this Difference, He fell thro' Surprize, and but 
once, you perhaps ſin wilfully and habitually. 


Fall he did, and that dreadfully too; but if his 
Fall was dreadful, his Repentance was as ſincere 

and laſting. *Ere long you ſhall ſee this ſame 
Peter boldly 


owning his Lord before the whole 
Jewiſh Sanbedrim, and rejoicing ' that he was 


counted worthy to ſuffer for his great Name 
| Sake.---'Ere long you ſhall hear of an Angel's 
being ſent to brjag him out of Priſon, and at 


laſt ſealing his bleſſed Doctrine with his Blood. 


Go ye then and entreat the Lord to look you 
into a godly Sorrow, and ſee that with Peter you 


bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, or as 
the Hs God liveth, in whoſe Name I ſpeak, 
and in whole Preſence we now ſtand, you with 
all your carnal Reaſonings, and wilful Wreſt- 
ings of the Werd of God, ſhall ere long be 


thruſt down to the nethermoſt Hell. 


But why ſhould I waſte my Time in reaſon- 
ing with Men of ſuch perverſe Minds ?--- I'o 


you who do from your Hearts believe on Je 
of Nazareth, and who in Reality are the Chil- 


dren 


. perverſe Diſputers of this World, and yet, if 


2s Peter. 
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dren of the maſt High God, the mournful Paſ- 
ſage we are now upon, does in a more imme- 
diate Manner call me to addreſs myſelf. ' You, 
I am perſuaded, on hearing of Peter's Fall, and 
the Lord's turning and looking upon him, will! 
not draw this abominable Inference, Let us ſin 


then, that Grace may aboumd. No. I know you 


deteſt it from your inmoſt Souls; and if it was 


proper to ſpeak, would to a Man cry out, God 
forbid. — Vour Hearts, I would humbly hope, 
are rather employ'd in filent Recollection to the 
holy Jo/i$, ſaying within yourſelves, 4 Oh that be 
c would this Day look dawn from Heaven, the Ha- 


* bitation of his Holineſs, and cauſe out of theſe 


ce rocky Hearts, Flood. of repenting Tears ta flow.” 
I will readily join with you in this neceſſary Re- 


this Thing, viz. Of denying our Lord, as well 
Some of us, perhaps, have not ſo 
openly with Oaths and Curſes denied that ever 
we knew him. But then, tho' we have in 
Words own'd, yet in Works and Practice, it 
may be, we have habitually denied him. For 
how often have we been ſleeping, when we 
ought to have been watching ? And how often 
have we been warming and indulging our Bo- 
dies, when we ſhould have been in our Cloſets 
warming our Hearts in Prayer ? How often have 
we needleſsly left the Communion of Saints, 
and as needleſsly put ourſelves into the Way 
of, and too intimately converſed with open and 
unconverted Sinners, or at leaſt with thoſe who we 
had Reaſon to think were Enemies to the Croſs 
of Chriſt ? How often have we been drowſy when 
hearing the Word of God? Nay, how often 
have we been ſtupid, and even as dead as Stones 


"MC. 


(4) 


at the Table of the Lord, when Czriſt has been 


- evidently ſet forth crucified before us? How of- 
ten have we been fo fooliſh as to truſt our Hearts, 
and inſtead of truſting the Lord, have lean'd on 
the broken Reed of our n Underſtandings ? 
How often have we been puff'd up with ſpiritual 
Pride, and confidently boaſted of our Graces, 
as tho! we had not received them? And Oh 
how often have we ſhamefully followed our Lord 
afar off? And notwithſtanding he may have ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to us as he doth not to the Weld, 
- notwithſtanding he may have taken us on the 
Mount of Ordinances, given us to ſee his Glo- 
ry, led us into his Banqueting-houſe, and let 
his Banner over us be Love, notwithſtanding 
our repeated Vows that we would never leave 
him, never forſake him, yet how often have we, 
as it were, been aſhamed of him, and his glo- 
rious Goſpel, and given our Lord- been ion, 
Times without Number, to complain in that 
cutting Language, Tpeſe Wounds have 1 
received in the Houſe of my Friends ?”--And now 
which of us ſhall throw the firſt Stone at Peter? 
Behold, he has been placed in the midſt of us 
this Day. My Brethren, why ſtand: we like 
-Statues ? I ſay, let him that is without this Sin 
of denying the Lord Jeſus, caſt the firſt Stone. 
But with what Face of Juſtice can we do this, 
being guilty: in many Reſpects equally, and in 


ſome even more guilty than Peter himſelf. Ra- 


ther let us turn the Edge of our Reſentment 
againſt ourſelves, and imitating Peter in his Re- 
pentance, as we have undoubtedly too much 
imitated him in his Crime, let us go out from 
a wicked, noiſy, and deluding World, and weep 


W — Who knows but the Lord may re- 


turn 
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turn and leave a Blefling behind him? For this 
End was this Inſtance of human Frailty, and 


divine Condeſcention recorded. In him the Re- 
deemer ſhewed all this long Suffering, that we, 


notwithſtanding ouwmanifold Backſlidings, might 
be kept from Deſpair.--True, we have ſinned, 
but tho* we have ſinned againſt Light, and Love, 
yet we have ſtill an Advocate with the Father, 


28 Chriſt the righteous, whoſe precious 


Blood can, and, if applied to our Souls by a 


rites rag will certainly cleanſe us both from 


the Guilt and Power of all our Sins. — It was 
this which waſh'd away the Stain of this foul _ 
and dreadful Fall from Peter's Heart. --- He 


quickly roſe, and was as ſpeedily reſtored to his 


blefled Maſter's Favour again. Go tell his Bre- 
thren and Peter, ſaid the Angel, that he goeth be- 


fore you into Galilee, There ſhall you ſee him, 


hey did ſee him. And what faid Feſus unto 
him ? He renewed his Commiſſion, and bid him 
Feed his Sheep and Lambs,---Accordingly we hear 


not only of his preaching, but of his being hon- | 


our'd ſo to preach, that three thouſand were 
converted in one Nay.—And is not the Lord 
25 the ſame now as he was Yeſterday ? Ves, 
ge is, and will continue the ſame for ever. We 
have his own royal Word for it, that he will 
heal our Backſlidings, and love us freely. Let 
us return then unto the Lord, from whom. we 
have revolted. He is long Suffering, flow to 
Anger, and ſoon repenteth him of the Evil 
which we provoke him to. ſend upon us. But 

Oh let us not return again to. Folly, but care- 
fully watch and pray againſt ſpiritual. P T ide, ſpi- 
ritual Sloth, and Self-indulgence, from whence 
all our Evils flow. 


Young 


are we? ; TR 
Have any from among ourſelves of late given 
Proofs of this? Nay, have any that once ap- 
peared boldly for our Lord, and ſeem'd ready te 


Err 
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Voung Preachers, to you in an eſpecial Man 


ner are theſe Words of Exhortation ſent. Of 


all People in the World, you had need watch 


moſt againſt ſpiritual Pride. It is a Fly that 
often ſpoils your whole Pot of Ointment. This 
made aged Paul fo careful to warn Timothy not 
to lay Hands upon Novices, Leſt, fays he, be- 


ing puff d up with Pride, they fall into the Con- 
demnation of the Devil, How many awful In- 
ftances have we had of this in various Places 


within theſe few Years laſt paſt? Young Men, 
therefore, I exhort you to be humble. For 


Chriſt's Sake, for your own Souls Sake, for the 


Sake of the Church of God which he hath pur- 


chaſed with his own Blood, pray without ceaſing 


that you may be cloathed with Humility, Take 


care of carrying too high Sail.---Popularity is a 


dangerous Sea, and nothing but the fpecial and. 
_ almighty Grace of God can keep you from over- 
| ſetting in it. Mark the Rocks againſt which 


others have made ſhipwreck, and beg of the 


Lord Jeſus Night and Day, to help you to ſteer 


ſuch a Courſe as to avoid and keep clear of 


them: He alone can preſerve you. Satan en- 


vies the Honour put upon you, he has a parti- 


cular Enmity againſt thoſe whom ke ſees the Re- 
deemer making Uſe of, He knows your weak 


Sides, and will defire to have you, as he deſired 


to have Peter, that he may ſift you as Wheat, 


Watch, therefore, and pray always, that you 


may not fall in an Hour of Femptation. It 
Peter could not ſtand when left to himſelf, what 


follow 
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follow him to Prifon or to Death, have any ſuch, 
I ſay, been permitted not only to follow him 
afar off, but ſhamefully and openly to diſown 
and deny both him and his People ? Let us not 
marvel as tho' ſomeaſtrange Thing happen'd un- 


to us, but let us ſearch the Scriptures. Many 
ſuch Inſtances are recorded there, and we know 


who hath forewarned us to expect them now. 

It muſt needs be, ſays, the unerring, all-ſeeing 
FA that offences come, Let us not therefore be 
high-minded, but fear; and let him that ſtandeth 
take heed leſt he fall. Brethren, pray for them; 


who knows but the may yet riſe, and the Locks 


at preſent cut off, grow again? Who knows but 
the Cock may yet crow, Jeſus may yet look, 
and ſuch grievous Backſliders, being as it were 


reconverted, may appear more zealous than ever ; 


in ſtrengthening their Brethren ? When ſhall this 
once be? Wie wait for thy Salvation, O Lord: 
Make no long tarrying, O our God ! © 


In the mean while, let none of us be diſ- 


couraged, God will take care of his own Cauſe. 
The Redeemer hath declared, that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt his 
Church: And, therefore, tho the Ark may tot- 
ter, he can keep it from falling; and tho' driven 


for a while into the Phili/tine's Country, he af- 


ſuredly can bring it back. — He that heal'd the 
Wound imprudently given by Peter to the Ear 
of the High Prieſt's Servant, he can, and will 
heal all Wounds, and repair all Breaches that 
have been occaſion'd either by the Backſlidings, 
or unguarded Conduct of thoſe whom he vouch- 
lates to employ. Out of the Eater ſhall come forth 
Meat, and out of the Strong ſhall come forth Sweet- 
neſs, = The wicked, no doubt, rejoiced when they 
| | 14 


. heard 


— 72 — 
* on 
r 23 * 


6＋⅛‘„ t Ye, 


* 


— — - 
| : _ =; — ͤů ů ww 
| n. F 8 ri 


"2-8 þ 
heard of Peter's Fall, and in all Probability fre- 
quently vented their Spleen in ſaying, * Here is 
« Religion for you Here is a pretty Family of Re. 


„ formers, and Setters forth of new Doctrines. One 


„ them hath betrayed his Maſter with a Kiſs, and 
another with Oaths and Curſes denied that ever he 
« knew him: If this be the beginning, what will the 
«© End of their boaſted Reformation be ?”— What 
will the End of it de? Ye Fools! I have an An- 
fwer ready, Chrift ſhall be glorified, Satan and 
all his Emiſſaries confounded, and a Multitude 


of Souls out of every Nation, Language, and 


Tongue, redeemed and finally ſaved.--Oh what 
a Chriſt have we] Courage then, my Brethren, 
Courage! I beat to Arms again in the Name of 
the Lord of Hoſts.--Let us not quit the Field 
of Battle, but in the Strength of our once cru- 
cified, but now exalted 7eſus, renew the Com- 
bat.,-- He is faithful who hath promiſed not only to 
make us Conquerors, but more than Conquerors thre 
his Love. —Yet a little while and our Warfare 
ſhalL be accompliſhed, Death will put an End 
to all. - A wicked World, a wicked Heart, a 
wicked Devil ſhall. then ceaſe from troubling us, 
and our weary Souls ſhall never be ſo much as 
| tempted to deny our bleſſed Lord any more. 
Where is Peter now ?---Yonder he 1 
© weepine bitterly, but rejoieing in God his Sa- 
viour?” on A Throne of Nev dg Glory. To 
him, at whoſe right Hand he is now ſitting, anc 
who alone is able to keep us from falling, and tc 
preſent us faultleſs before the Preſence of his 
Glory with exceeding Joy, to him the only wile 
God, our Saviour, be Glo » Majeſty, Domi 


nion, and Power, both now and ever. Amen. 


